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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM Jess Pepper  

Climate Change Bill 

Scotland led the world with the Climate Change (Scotland) Act and it should do the same 

with this new legislation.  

There should be no question of lowering, or being vague about, our ambition when the 

stakes are so high.   

Scotland should clearly articulate its ambition with nothing less than a net zero greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction target by at least 2050, preferably 2040.  

In evidence to the Committee, the Scottish Government implied that achieving net zero 

emissions by 2050 would be too difficult. It has been suggested that it would not be 

feasible. In other words not possible and practical to do easily or conveniently.  

It may not be easy and it may not be convenient. But it is absolutely what we must do.  

It is what the science tells us we must do and it is what Scotland has committed to do, to 

deliver on the Paris agreement.  

Setting out a bold framework with clear ambition and serious milestones towards a net 

zero emissions, safe future should create certainty for investment and infrastructure. 

Urgency 

The devastating impacts of climate change are being felt right now, all around the world 

with extreme temperatures and weather events - including here in Scotland.  

There is no time for excuses or fixed mindsets that it is too difficult to tackle our emissions. 

There is a huge challenge facing us all, right now, and it is going to take all of us to address 

it.  Right now, you have an opportunity to set the enabling framework and establish good 

governance to do that well. That is the opportunity before you today.  

The science is clear. It is not what we do in 2050, it is what we do today and in the next few 

years that really matters. 

We need to translate the urgency into that framework and start setting early, bold targets 

like 77% by 2030 to demonstrate leadership and commitment to tackling climate change.  

 

Pathway 
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Scotland has masses of expertise in soils, woodland, transport, agriculture, food, energy, 

efficiency, technology, innovation, creativity and so much more - alongside huge, growing 

active and increasingly connected communities wanting to take serious action on climate 

change, in terms of mitigation and building resilience to adapt. For example, Climate Cafes 

are popping up around the country, providing places to get together talk and take action.  

The evidence presented to the Committee from Scottish Government in June did not 

demonstrate that all the expertise that could be brought in to develop a pathway to a net 

zero emissions future had been. It may also be that there will be solutions in the future that 

we are not aware of now, just as in 2009 (and we have overachieved on the ambition of the 

2020 target) but there is plenty we can do today and plenty sectors that could contribute 

more.  

Transport  

In Scotland this sector pollutes with the greatest amount of greenhouse gas emissions. It 

has not contributed its fair share to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and they are still 

growing. There is no consistency with statutory targets when climate change is not even a 

consideration in major road building projects.  

For example, in the Strategic Environmental Assessment for a major infrastructure project 

like the A9 Dualling Programme, consideration of climate factors is scoped out (‘based on 

inclusion within material assets and water topics’). This means that the climate impacts of 

moving large amounts of high carbon (especially peat) soils, removing ancient woodland 

and wetlands, as well as the consequences of an increase in traffic using the road - were 

not presented in the environmental report (or even assessed?). In the environmental report 

predictions of traffic growth were informed by old models - not accounting for the new road.1  

Sustainable travel options, like the Highland Mainline, and urgent road safety are being 

neglected while upgrading the road for speed is prioritised. Children in surrounding 

communities do not feel safe walking or cycling to school, as traffic increases in speed and 

volume. For young people, access from school, to work and live are compromised because 

there is such a limited bus timetable and dark, overgrown bus stops. 

‘Other than power consumption from lighting and signage, there will be no carbon 

emissions from the A9 itself during operation.’  See below for reference and full text. 

Our places need to be planned to be accessible and safe for active and sustainable travel. 

Transport Scotland should be expected to deliver emissions reduction, consistent with the 

statutory targets. People want to travel more sustainably and feel safe to walk and cycle but 

do not feel safe and able to do so. Active and sustainable travel need much more 

investment. Business as usual, scoping out consideration of climate impacts, cannot go on. 

                                            
1 
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170104160420/http://www.transport.gov.scot/system/files/uploaded_co
ntent/documents/reports/TSSEA9_Dualling_SEA_Environmental_Report_June2013__low_res__0.pdf 

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170104160420/http:/www.transport.gov.scot/system/files/uploaded_content/documents/reports/TSSEA9_Dualling_SEA_Environmental_Report_June2013__low_res__0.pdf
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170104160420/http:/www.transport.gov.scot/system/files/uploaded_content/documents/reports/TSSEA9_Dualling_SEA_Environmental_Report_June2013__low_res__0.pdf
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Costs of delivering the bill are queried and there has been lack of clarity about what the 

Scottish Governments figures are based on.  

Yet the costs of not delivering are enormous. It would be good if the Committee could take 

advice on the potential costs, for example to health and the NHS of inaction. 

It is children, women, the elderly and most vulnerable who will be most impacted upon by 

climate change. All communities are being impacted upon by climate change already.  

Around the world people are dying now from the impacts. We are already seeing greater 

spread of infectious diseases, increase in allergies, heat related illnesses, tick borne 

disease, reduced nutrition in crops.  

The Lancet have described climate change as a global health emergency. The costs of 

inaction to public health and the NHS could be huge. Yet if we tackle climate emissions, the 

benefits could be enormous.  

“The outlook is challenging, but we still have an opportunity to turn a looming medical 

emergency into the most significant advance for public health this century,” said Prof. 

Anthony Costello, Co-Chair of the Lancet Countdown and a Director at the WHO. 

“We hope for a step-change from governments to tackle the cause and impacts of climate 

change,” “We need urgent action to cut greenhouse gas emissions. The health and 

economic benefits on offer are huge. The cost of inaction will be counted in preventable 

loss of life, on a large scale.” 

http://www.lancetcountdown.org/ 

As a Mum, sister, auntie, citizen - I urge the Committee to show leadership with this Bill.  

There is so much potential for Scotland to demonstrate strong, confident leadership on 

climate change and to build a more secure, resilient, sustainable, safe, healthy, confident 

nation in the process. The time for us to meet this challenge is running out.  

Children are looking to us and asking what we are doing, now.  

As Edwin Morgan reminded in ‘Open the Doors’: What do the people want of the place? 

They want it to be filled with thinking persons as open and adventurous as its architecture. 

A nest of fearties is what they do not want. A symposium of procrastinators is what they do 

not want. A phalanx of forelock-tuggers is what they do not want.2  

Please, as the poem says - don’t let your work and hope be other than great.  

                                            
2 Open the Doors, Edwin Morgan. 

http://www.lancetcountdown.org/

